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IT BARKS 


IT BARKS ARFTER HUGO BALL HIDDEN IN THE CEILING 


Manifest Communist that if opens, 


1. It barks of the Given (manifest Communist of 1ra barks of the Given) Zurich, the 14 of July 
1916 of Given of the tendency opening is one new of the art. One can to recognize that for the 
fact that tomorrow nobody knew now auction something of he and Zurich will will speak totally 
on she. Given originates of the lexicon. It is terrible simple. In the Frenchman odd habit of 
bedeutets. In German: Addio, if raises | please the posterioras down parts, good bye another 
one hour! In Rumanian: truth, you it holds reason, later is he. Jawohl, really. Hacemos. Et 
cetera. 


International One Word. Only one Word and Word the Ace movement. He is simply terrible. 
Tendency marks one one of the art of she, that must you piss, one wanted that the 
complications far took. Psychology of the Given, the literature of Given, Given to Bourgeoisie 
and she, admires you poet, that always with Word, to never the | nevertheless saddle of the 
Word holds. World-wide War of Given to carries far and no, revolution of Given to and no 
principle. Given he friend and poet, Evangelisten test. Given Tzara, Given Huelsenbeck, given 
me of Given, given of mhm of the Given, tonality of Given, Given Tza. 


How one cheats blessedness eternal? Given Saying. How one arrives you the being famous? 
Given Saying. With noble Gestus and with until behavior. Auction the madness, 
unconsciousness auction the. How can one to fire all the Aalige and Journalige, all pleasant and 
the Adrette, all the Vermoralisierte, Vertierte, affected one? Given Saying. Given is soul of the 
world, Given is the Clou, 


Given is the best soap of the milk of the iris of the world. 


Mr. Rubiner, Mr. Korrodi, stone of Given of Given of the iris of Mr. Anastasius de Dada. That 
means in German: Swiss hospitality of the must be esteem on all, and in kommt aesthetic one in 
to standard ignition. | read you turn, that not think them less nothing that: it adorns to to make 
without the language. Goethe course of fox of the Given Johann. Given Stendhal. Given 
Buddha, Dalai Blade, Given given my of, given moe of Given, given of mhm of the Given. 


On the connection depends, and that if interrupts before little. Not desire words, that invented 
others. All words invented others. Desire me own prank, and vowels and the consonants in 
addition, that correspond you he. Oscillation if sifts of wide the inches, desire words of the 
fueglich in addition, that sound you ploughs inches wide. Words of Mr. Schulze of has half the to 
centimeter only of. Absolutely now There one can to so see, how the language articulated if 
turns. 


| left the sounds | fall totally simply. Words emerges, shoulders of words; Legs, arms, hands of 
words. oi, External and not if is exaggerated Word it you introduce left. Back is the opportunity 
you achieve ahead is possible without words and the language. This language of the 
vermaledeite ones, in as the dirt if catches corridor Ace of from, that measured the currencies. 
Desire you hold the Word, where adorns and where the begins. What falls holds on Word; there 
the Word if turned the thing. Why not if can the tree to call Pluplusch, and Pluplubasch, llovio? 
And for what it holds that to be called in all something? 


we Tenemos that to to hang for all parts ours mouth you? The Word, the Word, the right pain in 
this pleases, the Word, horsemen my, is subject public of first row. Seepferdchen and egiga 
sawed of the horem of the speaks of the mop fat of the grossiga of the bambla of ago them of 
the bambla or jolifanto of the caravan of the zopp of the hiti ones of the zick of the ballubasch of 
the kata one of the fusch of biminiums of biminiums of the violabimini of the bisch of the 
violabimini of the blaulala of the gruegrue of the nebogen of the bessli of the tressli of the zopp 
of the hitti 


of the hitti of the ballubasch of the kata one of the flusch of the leila of the nebogen of the bessli 
of the tressli of fished of the flight of the zopp of the hitti of the zopp of the hitti of the betzli of the 
betzli of the prusch of the kata one of the ballubasch of the fasch of the kitti of the bimm of the 
zitti of the kitillabi of the billabi of billabi zikko of zakkobam of fished of the kitti of the bisch of the 
bumbalo of the bumbalo of the bumbalo of the fool of the kitillabi sawed ego sawed kafka of zitti 
goramen the Bag of the gauma of the kusa of the Ba-umf of the tomb of the ssubudu of the 
uluwu 


of the ssubudu of the wulubu of the zunbada of the eschige of the gorem of the tatta one subaru 
of the hej of the olobo of the wussa of the wulla of the schampa of the oboe glue of the ueue of 
the cue of the fataka of the boxwood of the cork of the blago of the cork of the blago of the 
anlogo cork of the fork of the hollala of the hollaka of the huju of the russula of the bloiko of the 
higo-cadori of the lonni of the laula of the glandridi of the child of the beri of the gadji of the child 


of the beri of Gadji of the umf beri of the gadji of the laulitalomini of the galassassa of glandri of 
the bimbala of the berida of the gramma of the gadjama 


of is zimzalla the tuffm of the gadjama of the bim of the sassala of the cadorsu of the lonni of the 
laula of the glassala of the blas sap that wowolimai binban of the gligla is rhino ssola zero of 
rhino kata lom in air of the interdiction or the beri hop samen zeros sole of the gad jama of the 
hoooo of the lau lit mini also aloe hopsamen brus broom of the elifantolim of the zaum of the 
zimzalla of toot zanzibar of the zimzim of the urullala of the zimzim of the urullala of the zim zim 
of the loooo of the blaulala of the terul lala of the blue ku hoax 


men brus it knows it hoax of men the veil tromtata fear the tomato of the one adorns lens cattle 
there limit | accept of the purz lamb you of the affalo of also zamai of the affalo adorns tuffm of 
the looo of but of the Para luji of the uli of violates of the abim of the zimbr of violates it of the 
laxato one buffalo of violates it of the toe groe goe hoe toe toe of the pimp aloe of the zing tata 
one of the glassala of the gland you laugh of the bim | bleat of gad jama of the ball door in tuffm 
under toe of the door of tote to never toot of the grab of grub of it of the bim of the bra of the zim 
of neg rat of the Bat the bum bum of tot to never of tort of the stammering of the pinx of the high 
frequency 


it makes it of jama stammering of glad jam but of the gad of the beri of the zoo of the 
stammering bullet of the brim of but of the hut jam of the gad of zim of the bum blung bling of 
the lung of the blong of the eye | bleat of Bats of gold the gad of the jam of the low men of pens 


of stammering bum of the bloom 
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Tzara 


DADA is bedroom slippers 
agaginst brains are liberty 
but DADA remains shit. 


from zoo art circus convents 
oho that bang bang feeling 
we declare enough in the 
liners noises we are actually 
pleased if the marvelous 

elite DADA military wants you. 


DADA is art used 
to words that verse. 
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soft words naked leg 
without rhyme the impetus 
of true order lying 

| want nothing | 

am against was invented 


I’m writing actions at 
action: as neither for 
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these minds papers that 
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neither light serve them 
meandering cheese through beautiful 
Jesus shit thyself utopian 


after the | always 
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Do we make art happy? 
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07.14.06 


POSTED BY JIM LEFTWICH AT 9:48 AM 


Textimagepoem 
SATURDAY, MARCH 24, 2007 


cards, stencils & decompositions 


— notes from emails 


i haven't made any effort to associate these particular works with deconstruction. 


i started making the cards two years ago, while i was still in charlottesville. i've posted a lot of 
them at textimagepoem. the decompositions are a more recent development, but many of them 
are also at the blog. 


among the precursors i recognize as influences in my decision to take the letter as the primary 
unit of composition are the futurists (both russian and italian), the dadaists (schwitters, ball, and 
tzara), and the kabbalist abulafia. even if we omit abulafia we have to acknowledge this practice 
in poetry as preceding deconstruction by 50 years or more. the two practices aren't attempting 
to do the same things. they aren't asking the same questions or attempting to solve the same 
problems. 


i don't think of the decompositions as a negation of composition. i think of them a destabilized, 
or perhaps deteriorated compositions - or, maybe, as damaged compositions. but not as 
negations of composition. 


a lot of what i have made over the past couple of years 
the decompositions, for example 


the cards in general 

has been a kind of meditative silence 

not meant to be arty or poetic 

but a reduction of the poem 

through the syllable to the letter 

and then to the arbitrary arrangement of letters on a stencil 

a kind of defiant silence in the face of all this overwhelming shit 
sort of like cage's 

i have nothing to say and i am saying it 


an alchemy designed to quiet the mind 
and facilitate a specific flow or aggregate 
of thoughts 


from a very strong sense of having been 
defeated, defeated at the base of the psyche 


taking that as a starting point for a kind of 
defiant productivity, serial variations on the 
facticity of being here and now, not so much 
empty as directionless, point blank 


these cards don't require exegesis, but they do 
invite a certain kind of thinking 


“a semiotic poem is a visual poem which can make use of non-letteral means of 
communication.” 


the idea here of the semiotic poem is very familiar, though i don't think i'd seen the term before. 
my dilemma in investigating the asemic has been to locate the unreadable, in whatever form, 
and to attempt a fresh beginning from there. i haven't been able to locate the unreadable 
anywhere. one of the things i've been exploring is the stencil. most poetry is composed using 
the syllable as the primary unit of composition. a lot of so- called experimental writing is 
composed using the letter as the primary unit. using stencils is an extreme reductionist strategy 
for presenting the letter in opposition to itself. these shapes are letters. we are conditioned to 
read them. but the process of reading is thwarted by the arbitrary, conventional construct of the 
stencil. my decomposition series came out of this kind of thinking. 


some ballpark stuff 
(to draw a wobbly line around an approximate context) 


Jonathan Culler - "The sign is the union of a form which signifies, which Saussure calls the 
signifiant (signifier), and an idea signified, the signifié (signified). Though we may speak of 
signifier and signified as if they were separate entities, they exist only as components of the 
sign." 


Jonathan Culler - "Semiotics is based on the assumption that insofar as human actions or 
repoductions convey meaning, insofar as they function as signs, there must be an underlying 
system of conventions and distinctions which makes this meaning possible. Where there are 
signs there is system. This is what various signifying activities have in common, and if one is to 
determine their essential nature, one must treat them not in isolation but as examples of 
semiotic systems. In this way, aspects that are often hidden or neglected will become apparent, 


especially when nonlinguistic signifying practices are considered as ‘languages’. 


Jonathan Culler - "The most interesting semiotic objects are those which insistently intimate 
their relation to sign systems but are hard to place and resist easy interpretation. They don’t 
quite fit the system’s categories; they seem to escape it, to violate what one takes to be its rules. 
But since we are governed by the semiological imperative, Try to make sense of things, we 
struggle with the refractory or evasive object, straining and extending our notions of 
significance, modifying and extrapolating from the rules of our system, or bringing two codes 
into juxtaposition to set off an interpretative interplay." 


James Elkins - "Art history lacks a persuasive account of the nature of graphic marks, and that 
limits what can be said about pictures. If a sign, as Charles Sanders Pierce said, is ‘something 
which stands to somebody for something in some respect or capacity’ — a formula as vague as 
it is compact — then every mark in a picture is also a sign: every brushstroke, pencil line, 
smudge, and erasue must function as a sign and have meaning.” 


James Elkins - "Marks exfoliate by drawing attention to their boundaries so that the boundaries 
become outlines in their own right; when that happens the boundaries themselves can be 
perceived as marks, turning both the original mark and the original surface into surfaces." 


James Elkins 
"In the end there is no such thing as a mark — there are only surfaces. 


The act of making a mark also turns the surface into a mark, so that it is perceived not as an 
infinite or undifferentiated surface, but as a region with definite boundaries, and therefore 
ultimately a mark. 


In effect, markmaking turns surfaces into marks." 


James Elkins - "Graphic traces are unruly, as ‘subsemiotic’ elements might be expected to be, 
but they are unruly in a different way from written marks, and their instability does not fade when 
they combine into larger units." 


James Elkins - "The ontological instability of the mark is a double and conflicting condition. On 
the one hand, each mark exfoliates into fields and endlessly generates new marks out of its 
edges; on the other hand, each mark coalesces its surrounding surface into fields and finally 
into other marks, so that the surface is fugitive and hardens everywhere into a landscape of 
marks. Unlike written signs, drawn and painted marks are insecurely linked to their grounds, and 
the same is true at the level of the figure — a fact that has to be suspended in order to get on 
with art-historical interpretations that treat figures as if they were signs detachable from their 
grounds." 


IVTITTTITTTITE 
poem as sequence, series and/or aggregate of signs, a specific kind of system of signs. 


for my purposes, the stencil facilitates a specific kind of foregrounding of the visuality of the 
letters. 


decomposition as i use the term is meant to refer to a specific type of composition, one in which 
the structural deterioration of its primary units is emphasized. 


composition is a conventional title for works of art. my use of decomposition derives from that 
usage. 


the cards, stencils, and decompositions are a kind of narrative, in the sense of being an ongoing 
discourse concerning some of the choices one might attend to while writing poetry. 


jim leftwich 
march 2007 
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Kurt Kindermann 
17 hrs - 


"News 

The DNC Just Screwed Over Bernie Sanders and Spit in Voters’ Faces 
Hugh Wharton | February 10, 2016 

Facebook 

Twitter 


You may have heard of superdelegates before today, but you may not have realized how 
antithetical the idea is to democracy itself until now. 


Bernie Sanders took 60% of the popular vote among the Democratic race on Tuesday, but 
because of the delegate process, Bernie Sanders will leave with a minimum of 13 delegates. At 
the same time, challenger Hillary Clinton (who lost by more than a 20-point margin among the 
electorate) walks aways with no fewer than 15. 


So how does that work? 


To break it down, New Hampshire has 24 “pledged” delegates determined by the vote, of which 
Sanders won 13 and Clinton won 9. However, the state also put forward 8 “superdelegates,” 
who are insiders in the state’s Democratic party who are free to vote how they choose. Six of 
these are already pledged to Clinton, with the other two remaining undecided, meaning Sanders 
can only (at best) tie with Clinton, despite his commanding lead. 


In the national race, Clinton already has 394 delegates out of a total of 4,763, compared to only 
42 for Bernie Sanders. Of those pledged to Clinton, 360 are superdelegates, whereas Sanders 
has only picked up 8 in this category. 2,382 delegates are needed to win the party’s 
nomination." 


Hmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 


The DNC Just Screwed Over Bernie Sanders and Spit in Voters' Faces 

You may have heard of superdelegates before today, but you may not have realized how 
antithetical the idea is to democracy itself until now. Bernie Sanders took 60%... 
USUNCUT.COM 

LikeCommentShare 

Warren C. Fry and 4 others like this. 


Comments 


Jim Leftwich http://www.pastemagazine.con//.../after-sanders-big-win-in... 

After Sanders' Big Win in New Hampshire, Establishment Figures Want to Scare You... 
PASTEMAGAZINE.COM 

Like - Reply - Remove Preview - 1 - 4 hrs 

Kurt Kindermann That article doesn't make me feel better, except I'm happy people aren't just 
letting this go unnoticed. 

Unlike - Reply: 1-1 hr 

Jim Leftwich superdelegates are not new. they have been part of the process since 1984. they 
are part of the general backlash against trends towards a more participatory democracy, 
something the party leaders have never found desirable. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superdelegate#History 

Like - Reply - 1-1 hr - Edited 

Kurt Kindermann That's the thing-- They've made rules to keep their way going on in perpetuity. 
The more corrupt, the better. 


Like - Reply - 1 hr 

Jim Leftwich remember the line from Shelley, "ye are many, they are few" -- well, they know that 
as well as we do, and they do whatever is needed to guard against its obvious implications. 
Like - Reply : 1-1 hr 

Kurt Kindermann well said! 

Like - Reply - 56 mins 
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William Burroughs, The Third Mind 

| enclose an experiment in machine writing that anyone can do on his own typewriter. The 
experiment consists in passing any prose through a grid. The prose | selected for the present 
example was press criticisms of Naked Lunch and my latest book, Dead Fingers Talk. John 
Wain, Philip Toynbee, Anthony Quinton (whoever he may be), John Donnelley ("), some joker 
from The New Yorker and Time. | selected mostly unfavorable criticisms with a special attention 
to meaningless machine-turned phrases such as "irrelevant honesty of hysteria," "the pocked 
dishonored flesh," "ironically the format is banal," etc. Then ruled off a grid (Grid |) and wove the 
prose into it like start a sentence from J. Wain in square 1, continue in squares 3, 5 and 7. Now 
a sentence from Toynbee started in squares 2, 4 and 6. The reading of the grid back to straight 
prose can be done say one across and one down. Of course there are any number of ways in 
which the grid can be read off. | found that the material fell into dialogue form and seemed to 
contain some quite remarkable prose which | can enthuse over without immodesty since it 
contains no words of my own other than such quotations from my work as the critics themselves 
had selected. Of course this is only one of many possible grids. Here the units are square for 
convenience on the typewriter but this need not be adhered to. No doubt the mathematically 
inclined could progress from plane to solid geometry and put prose through spheres and cubes 
and hexagons. 
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http://nikoskorpio.net/log/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/William-S.-Burroughs-and-Brion-Gysin-Th 
e-Third-Mind-complete. pdf 
INTERVIEWER: HOW did you become interested in the cut-up technique? 


BURROUGHS: A friend, Brion Gysin, an American poet and painter, who has lived in Europe for 
thirty years, was, as far as | know, the first to create cut-ups. His cut-up poem, "Minutes to Go," 
was broadcast by the BBC and later published in a pamphlet. | was in Paris in the summer of 
1960; this was after the publication there of Naked Lunch. | became interested in the 
possibilities of this technique, and | began experimenting myself. Of course, when you think of it, 
"The Waste Land" was the first great cut-up collage, and Tristan Tzara had done a bit along the 
same lines. Dos Passos used the same idea in "The Camera Eye" sequences in U.S.A. | felt | 
had been working toward the same goal; thus it was a major revelation to me when | actually 
saw it being done. 

INTERVIEWER: What do cut-ups offer the reader that conventional narrative doesn't? 
BURROUGHS: Any narrative passage or any passage, say, of poetic images is subject to any 
number of variations, all of which may be interesting and valid in their own right. A page of Rim- 
baud cut up and rearranged will give you quite new images. Rimbaud images—real Rimbaud 
images—but new ones. 
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from John Cage's Writings 
by ERBERTO F. LO BUE 
Institute of Tibetan Studies 


Burroughs had learned from a fellow expatriate, Brion Gysin, to use a technique which led to 
what they termed "cut up," an art which demands a minimum of creative or critical endeavor. 
The writer simply takes a page with words on it, cuts or tears it up, and puts it together again, 
preferably with bits from other pages that might be expected to produce baffling or amusing 
semantic juxtapositions. Gysin himself had jumbled up choice extracts from works by 
Shakespeare, Eliot, Huxley and others on a tape recorder and published the results as a poem, 
called the Song of Songs. Burroughs favored the most popular parts of James Joyce (the end of 
The Dead, for instance), such Shakespearean passages as one might find in any anthology, a 
little Kafka, and a good many excerpts from other more or less literary writers. Aiming at 
originality, Burroughs also developed a novelmaking process of his own, which he named 
"fold-in," involving crosscolumn reading and random word play. Cut-ups were already known in 
1881 to the mathematician and logician, C.L. Dodgson (Lewis Carroll), who used his specialized 
knowledge to carry the art of nonsense to a peak: 


For first you write a sentence, 

And then you chop it small; 

Then mix the bits, and sort them out 
Just as they chance to fall: 

The order of the phrases makes 

No difference at all. [Carroll 1931:790] 


The Dadaist Marcel Duchamp, a close friend of Cage, took Lewis Carroll's suggestion, and 
using musical intervals instead of words wrote Musical Erratum (1913). Cut-ups even have a 
precedent in the work of a sixth-century grammarian, Vergilius Maro, who wrote a series of 
fifteen epitomae on the more unusual literary experiments. Number 13 is devoted to the "ars 
scissendi," the art of cutting up, and is in all important respects a fair description of what 
Burroughs does today. According to Maro, the ultimate here was achieved by one Gallungus, 
who chopped up a sentence until it began: "PPPP.PPP.RRR.RRR.LM.SSS." Burroughs's Nova 
Express is not quite as impenetrable as this, but as a folded-in composite of many writers living 
and dead, it remains Burroughs's most opaque and difficult text-a series of syntactic 
manipulations more than anything else. 


from A Trip from Here to There (Gysin Homage Two) 
by lan MacFadyen 


Gysin was familiar with Haiku through his study of calligraphy and would have known the 
importance of kireji, or “cut-words’” in this poetic art. Examples of such “cut-words” are kana, 
which marks the end of a haiku, suggesting a sigh or a feeling like “Ah!” or “Oh!,” ya, which 
divides a haiku into two, drawing attention to the relationship of the two parts, or questioning this 
relationship, and keri, which signifies a pause or a stop. These particles are usually left out of 
English translations of haiku — they have no precise, literal meaning but indicate a space for an 
emotional response, or a perceptual insight, though the emotion or the meaning is not identified 
and must come empathetically from the reader of the poem. Examples: “Bloodstained snow / 
razor thrown away / Violets kana,” “Girls laugh ya / Painted paper lanterns / in the Spring rain..,” 
“A late blue / butterfly glides keri / Mist mountains.” Gysin reacted with hilarity to the initial 
effects of the cut-up technique — the concatenation and the run-on of phrases at first glance 
privileged comical juxtaposition and hysterical incongruity. But his own later use, and that of 
Burroughs’, clearly reveal their recognition of the significance of the spaces between phrases — 
marked by diagonal slashes or horizontal dashes, by ellipses or by asterisks, by blank spaces of 
varying lengths or by vertical placement, these devices signal not only a juxtaposition, but a 
gap, an absence, a caesura, where the reader pauses, questions and resolves the link or the 
contrast between severed phrases . . . These cut-marks function in ways akin to Japanese 
“cut-words” — they are particles which both reveal the process of textual creation and signal 
those rhythmic breaks, those spaces which the reader must fill and resolve, through emotional 
empathy and semantic divination. 
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from A Trip from Here to There (Gysin Homage Two) 
by lan MacFadyen 


Wilson insists upon Gysin’s knowledge of the cut-up initiatives of occult progenitors of the 
technique dating back to ancient Greece, and believes he adopted / adapted his own version 
from the esoteric philosophy of Chod, whilst aware that crucial elements were pre-Buddhist — 


the venerable shamanistic pre-Buddhist Bon spirit-possession-exorcism aspects of the Tibetan 
Chod . . . he had to name it to claim it, by translating Chod as cutting-up instead of down or out 
or anywhere else . . .We staked his claim, thereby incorporating into his repertoire what was in 
effect an updated feminine-derived tantric-male Chod a method of direct transmission and 
empowerment to which, by the way — do stop me if you’ve heard this one before — he gave 
the complete title (partly from the Tibetan): Cutting-Up: The Practice of Severing Due Stations 
and Opening the Gates of Space...” 


Those Gates of Space are like the ones Wu Tao-tzu stepped through, only in this case it is the 
art of cut-up which allows the practitioner to disappear through the wall of illusion, the language 
screen — nothing here now but bits of cut paper . . . It is entirely appropriate that the cut-up 
technique was originated and/or developed by an artist, a master of illusion who yet felt trapped 
in his own problematic self, suffering a lifelong identity crisis, who recognized the potential of 
cutting up words in order to cut right through the root illusions of ego. 
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from A Trip from Here to There (Gysin Homage Two) 

by lan MacFadyen 

The attempt to include one’s consciousness in the picture had intrigued Burroughs for years, 
and in Tangier he and lan Sommerville made huge wall hangings of photographic images, fixed 
together with scotch tape and glue. They were not “collages,” that wasn’t the point — the object 
was to make a mosaic of images so large and filled with such potential cross-referencing and 
layered associations that the observer would lose himself in the act of looking, become 
immersed in the “neural pathways” of associational thinking, lost in the traversal of the image 
matrix. 
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